ADVANCED PRACTICE

WAC 246-840-300

ARNP scope of practice.

The scope of practice of a licensed ARNP is as provided in RCW 18.79.250 and this section.

(1) The ARNP is prepared and qualified to assume primary responsibility and accountability
for the care of patients within their roles of ARNP licensure:

(a) Certified nurse practitioner (CNP);;

(b) eCertified registered nurse anesthetist (CRNA);;
(c) eCertified nurse midwife (CNM);; and

(d) eClinical nurse specialist (CNS)-

(2) As a licensed independent practitioner, an ARNP provides a wide range of health care
services including the diagnosis and management of acute, chronic, and complex health
conditions, health promotion, disease prevention, health education, and counseling to
individuals, families, groups, and communities. Performing within the scope of the ARNP's
education, training, and experience, the licensed ARNP may perform the following:

(a) Examine patients and establish diagnoses by patient history, physical
examination, and other methods of assessment;

(b) Admit, manage, and discharge patients to and from health care facilities;
(c) Order, collect, perform, and interpret diagnostic tests;

(d) Manage health care by identifying, developing, implementing, and evaluating a
plan of care and treatment for patients;

(e) Prescribe therapies and medical equipment;

(f) Prescribe medications if the licensee has prescriptive authoritywhenrgrantec
e . . ;

(g) Refer patients to other health care practitioners, services, or facilities; and

(h) Perform procedures or provide care services that are within the ARNP's scope of

practice according to a commissionboard--approved certifying body for ARNPs-as


https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-840-300
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(3) Asteadersinhesatthcare;anARNPmayARNPs may also serve in a variety of capacities

including, but not limited to, mentors, educators, coaches, advocates, researchers,
interprofessional consultants, and administrators.

(4) ARNP practice is grounded in nursing process and incorporates the use of independent
judgment. Practice includes interprofessional interaction with other health care
professionals in the assessment and management of wellness and health conditions.

(5) Health care is a dynamic field requiring the scope of the ARNP to continually evolve. The
ARNP is responsible for possessing a clear understanding of, and functioning within, the
scope of practice of the role for which a license has been issued following the standards of
care defined by the applicable certifying body approved by the boardas-defiredc-n
WAC-246-840-302.

(6) An ARNP may choose to specialize and perform those acts for which the individual is
qualified and has appropriate education and competence.

!(7) The ARNP shall comply with the standards for RNs as specified in this chapter and to
the standards set forth by the board. Standards for a specific role and population focus of

ARNP supersede standards for RNs where conflict between the standards, if any, exists.

(8) ARNPs shall practice within standards established by the board in rule and assure

patient care is provided according to relevant patient care standards recognized by the

board, and other national standards of care.l

WAC 246-840-302

ARNP roledesignations, certification, and approved certification
examinations.

(1) ARNP designationroles recognized by the eommissionboard include:
(a) NCertified nurse practitioner (CNP);
(b) Certified nurse-midwife (CNM);
(c) Certified registered nurse anesthetist (CRNA); and
(d) Clinical nurse specialist (CNS).

(2) An ARNP must maintain current certification within his-erhertheir designationrole(s)
and population focus by a eemmissionboard approved certifying body to have a valid

license.-asidentifiedin-subsection of this-section-An-ARNPlticense becomes-inv
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when-the-certification-expires: An ARNP must maintain current certification and notify the

board upon renewal; failure to do so will render the license invalid.
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(34) An ARNP recognized in more than one designationrole must obtain and maintain
education, training, and practice in each area.




WAC 246-840-340

Initial ARNP requirements.

(1) An applicant for licensure as an ARNP shall have the following qualifications:

(a) An active Washington state RN license or active RN multistate license issued

from another state, without sanctions or restrictions;

(b) A graduate degree from an advanced nursing education programlaccredited by a
nursing accrediting body that is recognized by the U.S. Secretary of Education
and/or the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA), or its successor

eptable by the board.|
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(c) Certification from a certifying body approved by the boardas-identifiec-n
WAC-246-840-302;
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(d) !Evidence of thirty contact hours of education in pharmacology, including
didactic and clinical application, and consisting of pharmacodynamics,
pharmacokinetics, pharmacotherapeutics, and pharmacological management of
individual patients related to the applicant's scope of practice, unless opting out of
prescriptive authority pursuant of RCW 18.79.240.

(i) Pharmacology education must be completed within a two-year time period

immediately prior to the date of application unless the applicant has graduated
within the past two years from an advanced nursing education program.

(ii) If an ARNP applicant does not have advanced pharmacology education, the

applicant must complete advanced pharmacology education of at least thirty
contact hours, including pharmacodynamics, pharmacokinetics,
pharmacotherapeutics and pharmacological management of individual patients,
differential diagnosis, and applied pharmacological management of patients
consistent with the applicant's area of certification. The thirty contact hours of
advanced pharmacology education may be obtained from the following:

(A) Study within the advanced nursing education program; or

(B) Continuing education programs accepted by a national credentialing bodv.} 7777777777777777 Commented [JD3]: From WAC 246-840-410
Application requirements for ARNP prescriptive
(iii) An ARNP who applies for a new or additional ARNP role must send proof of authority.

advanced pharmacology educational content appropriate to each designation.

(2) An applicant for ARNP licensure shall submit:
(a) A completed ARNP application for licensure to the boardeommission;
(b) The license fee as specified in WAC 246-840-990;

(c) Arequest to the board-approved certifying body;asidentifiecdnWAC-246-840~-
362; to send official documentation of certification directly to the

boardeommissiont;

(d) A request to the advanced nursing educational program to send an official
transcript directly to the eemmission showing date of graduation, courses, grades,
degree or certificate granted, official seal, and appropriate registrar; and

(e) Program objectives and course descriptions when requested by the board; and


http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-840-990

(f) Evidence of completion of required advanced pharmacology education hours
identified in subsection (1)(d) or evidence of holding prescriptive authority from
another state at the time of application:




NVAC 246-840—342‘ [ Commented [JD4]: Model rules 5.11.3

Licensure for ARNP applicants by interstate endorsement.

(1) An applicant for interstate endorsement for Washington state licensure as an ARNP
shall meet the following requirements:

(a) Have an active RN and ARNP license, or recognition in another state or

jurisdiction, as practicing in an advanced practice role, without sanctions or
restrictions;

(b) Have a graduate degree from an advanced nursing education program laccredited
by a nursing accrediting body that is recognized by the U.S. Secretary of Education
and/or the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA), or its successor

organization, as acceptable by the board)a&rd%ﬂﬁed—nﬂ‘\%ﬁm%&eﬂ-)ﬂa% [Commented [JD5]: Model rules 5.11.1

B1$t1=ret—ef—eo+tﬁ=\°rb1a—(-&%)—as¥aﬁ—A-FtP+FL and demonstrates that the followmg criteria
have been met:

(it) National certification orrecertification;-in the advanced role and
population focus area;

(iit) Compliance with the ARNP educational requirements of the board that
were in effect at the time the ARNP completed their ARNP education
program; and


https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-840-342

(iiiv) Compliance with all other criteria for licensure set forth by the board;
and

(c) Provide verification of meeting the pharmacology education requirements
equivalent to WAC 246-840-340(1)(d) or evidence of holding prescriptive authority in
another jurisdiction within the past two years unless opting out pursuant to RCW
18.79.240; and

(d) Hold certification from a board-approved certifying body.-as-identifiecHn
WAC-246-840-302(3):

(2) An applicant for an ARNP license through interstate endorsement shall:

(a) Apply for and be granted a Washington state RN license when the conditions as
identified in WAC 246-840-090 have been met or hold an active multistate RN
license issued from another state;

(b) Submit a completed ARNP application for licensure to the board;

(c) Submit the license fee as specified in WAC 246-840-990;

(d) Request the board-approved certifying body,-asidentifiedin-WAC-246-840-302;
to send official documentation of certification directly to the board;

(e) Request the advanced nursing educational program to send an official transcript
directly to the board showing date of graduation, courses, grades, degree or
certificate granted, official seal and appropriate registrar; and

(f) Submit nursing education program objectives and course descriptions when
requested by the board.

(g) Evidence of completion of required advanced pharmacology education hours
identified in WAC 246-840-340 (1)(d) or evidence of holding prescriptive authority
from another state at the time of application.

WAC 246-840-344

Licensure for ARNP applicants educated and licensed outside the United
States jurisditions.
(1) An applicant for ARNP licensure in Washington state, educated and licensed outside the

United States jurisdictions, shall:

(a) Apply for and be granted an active RN license, or recognition in another state or
jurisdiction, without sanctions or restrictions, issued by a regulatory entity outside
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the United States jurisdictions, and have been practicing at an advanced practice
level;

(b) Submit a course-by-course evaluation of education from a commissionboard
approved credential evaluating service verifying the advanced nursing educational
program completed by the applicant is equivalent to the ARNP education identified
in WAC 246-840-455246-840-340;

(c) Hold certification from a certifying body approved by the boardastdentified-in
WAC-246-846-302(3); and

(d) Provide evidence of completion of advanced pharmacology coursework

equivalent to WAC 246-840-340(1)(d).Have beenperforming-acdvanced-ctinicat
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(2) An applicant educated and licensed outside of the United States jurisdictions shall:

(a) Apply for and be granted a Washington state RN license, without sanctions or
restrictions, when the conditions have been met as identified in WAC 246-840-045;

(b) Submit a completed ARNP application to the eemmissienboard;
(c) Submit the license fee as specified in WAC 246-840-990;

(d) Submit a course-by-course evaluation of education completed from a
commissionboard approved credential evaluating service;

(e) Request the board-approved certifying body;as-identifiecHn-YWAC246-840-
362(3};te send official documentation of certification directly to the

eommissionboard; and
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WAC 246-840-360

Renewal of ARNP licensure.

(1) An applicant applying for ARNP license renewal, shall meet the following
requirementshave:

(a) AnHave an active Washington state RN license, without sanctions or restrictions;

(b) €Hold a current certification from a board-approved certifying body. The
applicant shall submit evidence of current certification by the board-approved
certifying body for each designation-asidentifrecHn-WAC-246-840-362; and

(c) Fhirty-Have 30 contact hours of continuing education obtained during the
renewal period in each ARNP designationrole and 15 contact hours of continuing
education in pharmacotherapeutics related to the licensee’s scope of practice
unless opting out of prescriptive authority pursuant of RCW 18.79.240. An ARNP
who has certification in more than one area of practice may count the continuing
education hours for more than one certification when applicable to each area of
practice.

(da) FSubmit the renewal license fee as specified in WAC 246-840-990;

(b) EProvide evidence of current certification by the eemmisstonboard--approved
certifying body for each designationrole;

(c) ASubmit a written declaration, on forms provided by the commissionboard
attesting to: Completion of thirty30 contact hours of continuing education during
the renewal period for each ARNP designationrole and 15 hours in
pharmacotherapeutics for ARNPs with prescriptive authority; and

(d) EProvide evidence of completion of continuing education contact hours an¢
advanced-ctinicatpractice-hours-when requested by the commissionboard.


https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-840-360
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WAC 246-840-361

Continuing education for ARNP license renewal.

The thirty-45 contact hours of continuing education required for the two-year renewal of
ARNP licensure must:

(1) Be acceptable to the board-approved certifying body identified in WAC 246-840-302(3);
(2) Be obtained from courses in which the contact hour is at least fifty-50 minutes;

(8) Include 15 hours of pharmacotherapeutic continuing education when required for an
ARNP, which must:

(a) Relate to the ARNP's scope of certification and scope of practice;

(b) Be obtained from continuing education courses in which the contact hour time is
not less than 50 minutesNotinctude thefifteen-hoursof contintin
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(4) Not include the same course taken more than once during the renewal cycle.

WAC 246-840-365

tractive-andrReactivating an ARNP license.
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(1) An individual who applies for ARNP licensure reactivation and who has been out of

practice for more than five years shall provide evidence of successfully completing 250

hours of a reorientation in the appropriate advanced practice role and population focus,

which includes a supervised clinical component by a qualified preceptor.

(2) Preceptor must meet the requirements in WAC 246-840-533.

WAC 246-840-367

Expired license.

When an ARNP license is not renewed, it is placed in expired status and the nurse must not
practice as an ARNP.

(1) To return to active status when the license has been expired for less than two-five years,
the nurse shall:

(a) Meet the requirements for initial and renewal credentialing of practitioners as

identified under WAC 246-840-040246-12-620-throtugh246-12-051;

b) Meet ARNP renewal requirements identified in WAC 246-840-360.;anct

(2) If the ARNP license has expired for fivetwo years or more, the applicant shall:

(a) Meet the requirements for initial and renewal credentialing of practitioners as

identified under WAC 246-840-040246-12-620-throtugh246-12-051;

(b) Submit evidence of current certification by the commissionboard--approved

certifying body-dentifrecHn-WAC-246-840-302{3}; and

(c) Submit evidence of 30 contact hours of continuing education for each
designationrole within the prior two years.;and

(d) Meet the prescriptive authority requirements identified in WAC 246-840-416246-
840-340 ifrequesting prescriptive-authority, which may be granted once the ARNP

license is returned to active status.
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WAC 246-840-400

ARNP prescriptive authority.

(1) An ARNP licensed under chapter 18.79 RCW when authorized by the ntrsing
commisstonboard may prescribe drugs and medical devices pursuant to applicable state
and federal laws.

(2) The ARNP when exercising prescriptive authority is accountable for competency in:
(a) Problem identification through appropriate assessment;
(b) Medication and device selection;
(c) Patient education for use of therapeutics;
(d) Knowledge of interactions of therapeutics;

(e) Evaluation of outcome; and

(f) Recognition and management of side effects, adverse reactions, and
complications.
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WAC 246-840-420

Authorized prescriptions by ARNP. with-prescriptive-authority:

Prescriptions for drugs and medical devices must comply with all applicable state and
federal laws and be within the ARNP's scope of practice.

(1) An ARNP must sign prescriptions and include the initials ARNP or NP.

(2) An ARNP may not, under RCW 18.79.240(1) and chapter 69.50 RCW, prescribe
controlled substances in Schedule I.

(3) An ARNP with prescriptive authority who prescribes controlled substances must be
registered with the drug enforcement administration.
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